Muny ‘environmental
~lenges, such as global climate
change, occur over large re-
gions and are not constrained
by political" boundaries. The
multi-national network of sci-
entists that make-up Eltosa
recognises the need to monitor
and respond to many shared
environmental changes occur-
ring across the enfire southern
African region. Scarce water
resources is problem affect-
ing all member states and has
been identified as a priority for
research by Eltosa. The group
is currently working on a pro-
posal for funding of long-term
monitoring of natural water
resources fo submit to Nepad.
The member states, comprising
Mozambique, Namibia, Bo-
tswana, Malawi, and South Af-
rica further highlighted capacity
development as a key challenge
and agreed that the training of
more African postgraduate stu-
dents is vital.

Eltosa focuses on medium to
long-ferm research, from five
years to decades where “"knowl-

chal-  sifes,” says Johun Pauw,

"fotmé'r
chairman of Eliosa.

Prof Almeida Sitoe of Mo-
zambique was elected as the
new chairman for the next twe
years. Delegates aftending the
AGM included Johan Pauw, Dr
Tony Swemmer and Prof Tim
O'Connor from SAEON (South
African Environmental Obser-
vation Network); Prof Almeida
Sitoe, Valerie Macandza, Paulo
Sithoe and Bernard Guedes
from Mozambique; Prof James
Chimphamba and Prof Eston
Sambo from Malawi; Dr Mogo-
disheng Sekwhela and Dr Sue
Ringrose from Botswana, Dr Joh
Henschel and John lrish from
Namibia and as guest speakers
Prof Paul Dirks from AfricaArray,
Wits University, Anneline Mor-
gan and Michael Nxumalo both
from the National Research
Foundation, Luke Mumba from
NEPAD, Dr Wayne Twine from
Wits University, Craig MclLough-
lin and Judith Kruger from
the Kruger National Park and
Avinash Chuntharpursat from
SAEON.




