Far the next 20 vears at least,
teachers and leamers at Southern
Cross Schools will he keeping an
eve ol e rees around tear school
i Hoedsprun - all 432 of those that
have been clearly inarked

On Wednesday, Octaber 31,
2007, Di Tony Swemmer ol the
South Alvican Environmental
Observation Network (SALEON)
Milova Node, sl the restol i eam
comprising volunteers, teachers and
learners tageed the last of the marked
trees on nine plots measuring aboul
20 by 20 mietres each.

“Each class will adopt a plot tha
will remain with them for the e
that they are i the school,” savs Les
Bliandy, one of the wachers.

“The chilidren are really excited
that the project is part of a pational
programune,” she adds.

The children wall record the growth
ol each tree by estimating numbers
of leaves, notng when Howers aud
seeds appear, and measuring stem

‘School kids get involved in long-term tree
monitoring

dinmneters and ree heghis, Simila
wee monitoring, though on g much
lreer scale, 15 bemge undertaken in
the Brager Natoual Park andd othes
prvate game reserves, Nikki Stevens,
SALEON data numager, 15 looking
lorward 1o seemg the comparative
resulis over e

In contrast o Kmger, at Southem
Cross Schools there ace no elephiuts
or fire 1o danage the trees, aud the
ooy projedt ["Hl-'t'jil.l."- il rre
opportuly o detlennine the elfects
ol ramlall and drowgln (also moni-
tored by the learmers) on bushveld
trees.

According to Les, there 15 a strong
possibility that the school may soon
add a grass momtonng component to
the tree monilonng prograinme.

Joe Sibuyt of SAEON added thau
the programume will be extended 10
two schools, Maepe High School
Lalekaun and Lepato High School m
Makushane i the Phalaborwa region
carly in 2008

The SAEON team, Dr Tony Swemmer, Nikki Stevens and Joe Sibiya
with Southern Cross Schools learners Sabeeya Razak, Jezza-Rae
Larsen, Wayne Parker and Nicholas Kotze.



