‘and learning about
ahora ecology is best done
where it's all happening, advises
Dumile Tshingana. He
explains how a pilot educational
outreach coastal monitoring
programme in the Eastern Cape
brings learners and teachers
into direct, active contact with
environmental science.
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Careers in S&T

Schoolyard programme participants examine the rocky
shores. Fotogragh B 1

Why monitor rocky shores, sandy
shores, and estuaries?

These ecosystems support some of South Africa’s richest
and most diverse coastal pl
yel they are subject 10 constant change, mainly through
pecple. At some sites, especially in the Eastern Cape,
harvesting and trampling have dramatically reduced the
apundance and diversity of the biota (mussel harvesting,
for example). The acy Wity of these ecosystems has
Br yre and more visitors of various kinds. But
walking aleng the rocky shores and estuaries can disturb
some species and lead to unpredictable changes

By their nature, rocky shores, sandy shores, and estuaries
are exposed fo ma he pollutants produced by human
[anthropogemc) activity. Contamir
fall on the sea surface, and they are carned onto the shore
- as also are chermical contaminants, such as ol spills from
ships. Waste materials dumped on lang are washed into the
SEd, SOme remaming far years on the coast that they ( 3

The animals and plants that inhabit coastal areas may
be affected more seriously by anthropogenic activities
than biota in the sea elsewhere. But the accessibility of
these habitats can make them easier to monitor and
observe, so they make fine outdoor marine classrooms
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