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 challenges imposed by working

, ~ Ain the nursery, snakes take the |
,leadmg spot. We have seen many of them

f;'durr g the warm penod of January to
_ February. Some of us are tert

_ snake’s diet is varied and consists rnostly
~ of small mam mals, frogs other reptiles,

- birds and eggs They are also known toff

predate on other spec1es of snakes.

_ Snakes are members of the vast reptr]e .
family and are perfectly adapted to
_ physical movement without the use of any
llmbs Most specres spend most of their

whllst others

of the day,o-day;'

rribly scared of
snakes, but honestly they have not come
to harm us, they are interested i in food. A

: o/ Wolwekr aal Nature Reserve

' "";Snakes in :the Ka roo

Yonde/a Nqadala (Renu Karoo)

;and applles o most humans Myths and .
legends add to the mysthue of snakes

bemg evil and devious e.g. the serpem"

,m the Garden of Eden.

 Snakes are generally not mterested m, :

bltmg humans because we are too large.

Smce we are not seen as a source of o
food, a snake will do its best to avord, -
any confrontatron If provoked any
, isnake will respond by elther trymg to
_ escape or, if venomous, bite as a Iast," :
resort. This actron is purely defensrve”_
since venom is precrous and is best
kept for the purpose of hunting. Snake
‘handlers and those fOOl]Sh enough to o
- attempt to harm or kill a snake are .th’e’ ',

most common vxctrms of snake

: bnakes need not be feared but rat

 as ectotherms (meamng tha

_ surrounding environment to regulate their

body temperature). _The fear of snakes m:

_general is referred to as ophdiophobia

' espected for the role they play m thef "

; "caused by global warmmg These chang ;
' have been 50 raprd that snakes"h" (=




